
Tributes for Michael    V  

 
Anne and Martin Vannesland 
 
From: Anne Brevig  
To: Michael Cavaghan ; Wendy and Mike Cavaghan ; Wendy 
Cavaghan  
Sent: Wednesday, April 16, 2008 11:51 PM 
Subject: Michael 
 
Dear Wendy, 
  
We just had the totally shocking and incredible news about Michael.  
We just disembarked the Discovery in Manaus and spoke to the 
Captains wife a couple of days ago so we knew Michael was sick 
and in the hospital and that he had difficulty talking but had no idea it 
was that serious.  This is so unbelievably devastating.  Know that our 
thoughts are with you at this terribly difficult time. 
  
Anne and Martin 
(Vannesland) 
 
From: Anne Brevig  
To: The Cavaghans  
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 2:45 AM 
Subject: RE: Michael 
 
 
Dearest Wendy, 
  
We will plant a tree for sure for Michael when we come home. We 
are doing a 3 week land trip on our own in Brazil before returning to 
Vancouver.   
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Someone has probably already told you, but in case not - Minerva II 
(now Royal Princess) and Discovery were lying side by side at the 
dock in Manaus the day Michael left us and the day he was supposed 
to re-join the Discovery again.  Isn’t that strange?  We had expected 
to pass each other on the gangway - and now this -  
  
Stay strong.  We will be thinking of you - especially on April 24. 
  
Much love, 

Anne and Martin 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Nadine Vanpoetreren 
 

From: "Nadine - Crew Manager Van-Poeteren (Deck & Engine)" <nadine.van-
poeteren@vships.com> 
To: cavaghan@helloworld.com 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 April 2008 12:42:15 AM (GMT+1000) Australia/Brisbane 
Subject: OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU 

Dear Wendy 
  
I have just heard the sad news and wanted to drop you a line to 
offer sincere condolences, it goes without saying he will be 
missed greatly. 
  
"Bon courage" at what must be a very difficult time 
  
Thoughts prayers and best regards 
 
Nadine 
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Captain Ilias Venetantis 
 
From: Ilias Venetantis  
To: The Cavaghans  
Sent: Wednesday, April 23, 2008 5:08 AM 
Subject: Re: Michael Studholme Cavaghan 
 
Dear Wendy, 
  
Please accept my sincere condolences for the unexpected lost of Captain 
Mike. I knew him only for little but for one I am sure that he was a 
gentleman and a very good person. 
  
I wish his last voyage to be smooth and bring him in wonderful places 
where is no sorrow or pain. 
  
May God rest his soul! 
  
Yours sinserely, 
Captain Ilias Venetantis 
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Captain Leonidas and Alexandra Vratsanos 
 
From: Alexandra Trepekli  
To: cavaghan@bigpond.net.au  
Sent: Friday, April 18, 2008 11:23 PM 
Subject: God Speed our Loving Brother Mike! 
 
  
Our dearest and beloved "sister" Wendy, 
  
Words are insufficient to describe the impact of the news received 
through our mutual friends of "Travelway" in Athens. And you are 
right in stating in your tribute that Michael has sailed for 
unchartered seas pioneering the distant routes awaiting our skippers 
!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  
Yours wasn't  a tribute ,but an ODE justifying in the most eloquent 
and poetic way His Life’s Choice .Both Leonidas and myself are very 
close to you sharing the void of His untimely sailing .I am not as 
skilled as you in the use of my P/C - prefer to write- but we had to 
get through to you  
as soon as possible and we want you to know that we will so remain. 
  
 Please convey our feelings of support and deepest sympathy to 
Robin, Richard and Joanna. As for you, you have to know that He 
takes great pride in you and will care for you always from 
no matter what port ................ 
                
We embrace you warmly and fondly  
Leonidas and Alexandra VRATSANOS 
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